Computer tomographic study of patients with inconclusive echographic findings for autosomal dominant polycystic kidney disease.
40 patients (26 children and 14 adults) with clinico-genealogic and echographic evidence of autosomal dominant polycystic kidney disease (ADPKD) were subjected to a conventional noncontrast computer tomography (CT) of the kidneys. In children, computer tomography proved to be more sensitive than echography of the kidneys for detecting ADPKD. The two diagnosis coincided in 50% of the cases. Comparison of the echographic and computer tomographic diagnoses in adults suspected of having ADPKD showed a high rate of coincidence (92.86%). Computer tomography is recommended for patients with inconclusive echographic findings for ADPKD. In such cases it can detect the disease in early childhood allowing efficacious follow-up and prophylaxis of complications.